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Hi! My name is Jori Herman. I'm a senior at Napa High School. Associated Student 

Body president, am a member of the Chamber Choir, play volleyball, throw shot put and 

discus, was the Girls State Delegate for Napa High school, and so on. 

Honestly what's easier for me to say is, Hi I'm Jori Herman and I am a teenager who’s 

life is all over the place, yet cares very deeply about my future as well as all those around me. 

Ever since I was young I had the urge to speak in front of people and always give my 

two cents. I mean in the 3rd grade I thought I was destined for Harvard with a law degree or 

become the next big doctor, for crying out loud. I knew even then I was going to work for 

something bigger than myself, it would just take me sometime to figure out what that is. 

I never would have thought a last second weekday meeting at Salvador Elementary 

School would ignite the path I would eventually want to pursue, but I am oh so happy it did. 

I was not initially chosen to speak on behalf of Napa High Choir for the Arts 

Education Master Plan Meeting last February, I actually was texted last minute asking if I could 

fill in. 

I have always loved the arts and enjoyed all that was Napa High Choir. From singing 

in Carnegie Hall, to traveling to Ireland and performing in some of the most beautiful 

Cathedrals in the world, and eventually making life long friends that would influence my life in 

a compassionate and impactful manner. So, I was more than willing to participate.



Now, let me set the scene for the NVUSD Arts Education Master Plan Meeting...I first 

saw candy all throughout the tables, a spot for pizza to be passed out, and little water bottles 

for us as well. It was a very welcoming environment bringing in all paths of art from the three 

different high schools in the district, Napa High, American Canyon, and Vintage. 

I immediately recognized the looks on some students faces. Looks of Why am I here? 

I’m not important enough for this. What do they want with my opinion? I saw shy ceramics 

caught in the corner as if they were predetermined to be stuck there. But the second the floor 

was opened to the students for plans and input, a sparkle twinkled in their eyes as they spewed 

educational and well thought out ideas that would benefit arts programs throughout the 

district. 

What I recognized in that meeting was the pure importance of student input when 

developing plans for the flourishing arts scheme. When given a chance to speak out students 

had so much to say. 

Eventually, a list of things their schools are doing awesome and challenges the 

schools are facing were compiled from the students. When these ideas were typed up there 

was one page of things their programs were excelling at and… three pages of challenges. 

Some things schools are doing awesome, they are providing a sense of family, traveling 

opportunity, and expression. Some things the students have been challenged with include 

inequality, lack of proper facilities, and a need for professional development. 



Now think about that...one page of awesome, three pages of challenges. DON’T LET 

THAT DISHEARTEN YOU. This number should excite you. I saw an extreme amount of passion 

within the hearts and actions of the students. The artists who were now given a chance to 

PAINT THEIR FUTURE, SING THEIR IDEAS, SCULPT A BETTER TOMORROW for those not 

quite ready to exhibit their voice. 

It showed me these students cared. The master plan meeting allowed a catalyst for 

student voice which facilitated a wholesome sense of community for the students. 

Arts programs are blessed with the brightest students on campus. Yet they are the 

silent majority. Ones that would rather plug in some headphones and tune out the world, lock 

themselves in their room working on a violin solo, and spend 9 hours working on a canvas 

painting. 

We must recognize this as a call to action. We need to be the ones to stand up and 

advocate for this silent majority that is willing to speak volumes on behalf of what they love.

When students are given an open chance Where their ideas are listened to and 

genuinely considered they WILL speak. 

This last summer I went to Girls State. If you are not familiar about what that it is a 

camp composed of one senior girl from almost every high school in California hosted by the 

American Legion Auxiliary, where girls build a government from the ground up. I was the head 

of the education platform at my party's platform meeting, in which I asked for the citizens input 

on educational issues I presented. 



I received detailed, incredible proposals from the citizens. The girls wanted to talk, 

they wanted to know and understand policy. They wanted to take their educational journey into 

their own hands. This is an accurate representation of the districts across the state. These are 

YOUR California students. Students are ready, students are willing to put in their input. 

Students see that our education system is currently in the hands of those who aren’t in it. 

Student voice should be a guiding factor in the change of the education system especially the 

arts, a core subject devoted to student growth.

I feel a call to action to facilitate a better educational future for those behind me and 

so should you. So students don’t just “Learn”, they “Grow”.

 I’m frequently asked where we can find more students willing to speak up for the 

arts. And as simple as it sounds, it's true, students like that will find you. You must Provide open 

discussion. Provide support. Provide positive and creative thinking and students will surface 

with more ideas than you can imagine. 

I want to leave you with this. Influential adjudicator Dr. Vince Gomez said to the choir 

once, “The beauty of music is unified diversity.” Unite students with each other and their 

specific focuses. My youth and your wisdom, though different, can be unified to create a 

beautiful system to allow art programs to grow and excel taking students to a new level of 

learning and understanding of their ever growing passions.


